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Chart 1: time series on unemployed percentages, Scotland, GB.

Chart 2: unemployed percentages, local authorities, 2013/14.

Table 1: unemployed percentages, 2004/5-2013/14, by local authority, Scotland.

Table 2: Levels and proportion of 16-19 year olds Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET)
Background
Unemployment refers to people without a job who were available to start work in the two weeks following their interview and who had either looked for work in the four weeks prior to interview or were waiting to start a job they had already obtained.
Unemployment rates are conventionally expressed as a percentage of the economically active, that is of the employed plus the unemployed.

Main Points

Historically, over the ten year period, unemployment rates in Scotland have been very close to those in Britain as a whole: Scotland did relatively better when unemployment was rising in the period 2008-10. (Chart 1) 
There are very marked variations in unemployment rates across Scotland. In 2013/14, unemployment rates were highest in Dundee, (13.3%). Other high unemployment rates, (of above 10%), were in Clackmannanshire, East Ayrshire, North Ayrshire, and West Dunbartonshire. (Chart 2 and Table 1).
Over the ten year period, the highest unemployment areas, on average, have been North Ayrshire, Glasgow, East Ayrshire, West Dunbartonshire, Inverclyde, North Lanarkshire, and Dundee: each of these local authority areas averaged unemployment rates over 8.5%. 

Table 1 also illustrates how local authorities recovered, or not, from the crisis of 2008. The local authorities where unemployment rates are highest now relative to what they were in 2007/08 are Dundee, North Ayrshire, East Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, Clackmannanshire, North Lanarkshire, and Eilean Siar. Interestingly, Glasgow, which has traditionally been an unemployment blackspot, had a big improvement of 3 percentage points in one year 2013/14, (possibly due to the Commonwealth Games). (Table 1).

In 2013, a total of 29,000 of 16 to 19 year olds in Scotland in 2013 were not in education, employment or training – that is 11.9% of all 16 to 19 year olds in Scotland. 

In March 2014, for the age group 16 to 24, average unemployment in Scotland was 4.5%, but there were blackspots: Clackmannanshire, 7.8%; East Ayrshire, 7.8%; North Ayrshire, 7.7%: and West Dunbartonshire, 7.6%. (Claimant Count, Nomis, ONS; Denominator is the residential population aged 16 to 24).

Job opportunities for young people in many European countries have been extremely limited since the financial crisis of 2008, and the unemployment rates for those under 25 have increased markedly. Nevertheless, of the 34 countries in the OECD, 19 countries had a smaller percentage than the UK of young people in the category neither in employment, education or training. Further, within the UK, Scotland has the second highest NEET percentage of all the countries within the UK and of the regions of England. Only the North East of England has a worse NEET rate. (Source: the Poverty Site, http://www.poverty.org.uk/32/index.shtml?2)

Evidence given to the Scottish Parliament by the Scottish Council for Development and Industry was that “youth unemployment in Scotland has been particularly characterised by low-skilled young people being pushed out of the job market by higher skilled college and university leavers applying for jobs requiring lower skills than they have achieved.”

Overall, 21.1% of economically active young men aged 18 to 24 were unemployed in Scotland in 2013 compared to an average of 8.7% across all economically active men in Scotland. For women the comparable rates were 16% and 6.7% respectively.
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Chart 2
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Table 1
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Area 2004/052005/062006/072007/082008/092009/102010/112011/122012/132013/14

Aberdeen City 6 5.6 4.1 4.1 3.4 2.6 6.5 6.7 4.9 6.1

Aberdeenshire 4.8 3.8 3 2.2 2.1 3.8 3.7 3.9 3.5 4.1

Angus 4.7 4.8 5.2 4.9 4.2 6.8 8 6.1 7.1 7.3

Argyll and Bute 4.3 4 3.5 4.5 5.1 6.1 6.1 7.1 6.1 4.8

Clackmannanshire 5.7 6.7 5.6 6.5 5.5 6.1 5.4 11.4 9.8 11.2

Dumfries and Galloway 4.1 3.8 4.3 4.1 5.7 4.8 7.4 9.9 8.9 6.7

Dundee City 8.6 7.1 6.9 6.7 7.1 8.8 8.4 9.2 9.4 13.3

East Ayrshire 6.1 7.5 6.3 6.6 8.2 10.5 8.3 11.5 11.1 12.3

East Dunbartonshire 3 3.5 3.7 2.9 4.9 6.7 7.5 6.4 4.4 4.2

East Lothian 4.4 3.6 3.3 3.6 3.4 6.5 7.6 6.8 6.6 5.8

East Renfrewshire 3.2 4.6 3.2 4.3 3.6 7.1 6.5 6.4 5 7.8

Edinburgh, City of 5.7 3.9 5.8 3.9 4.5 6.7 6.6 5.9 5.8 6.5

Eilean Siar 5 5.6 3.4 3.3 7.1 7.4 4.9 8.1 8.2 7.3

Falkirk 4.9 5.7 5.3 4.4 4.5 6.9 7.7 8.4 8.1 7

Fife 4.5 6 6.8 6.1 6.4 9.1 10.1 8.8 10.1 8.2

Glasgow City 7.6 9 8.3 6.4 7.9 10.9 11.8 11.6 11.5 8.5

Highland 3.1 4.2 2 2.1 2.3 2.2 4.1 3.7 4.7 5.7

Inverclyde 7.1 6.7 7.5 6.9 7.8 8.7 8.1 14.3 12.7 6.8

Midlothian 3.1 5.5 5.6 4.7 5.8 7.9 8.9 6.7 3.7 6.4

Moray 2.8 4.1 4 3.2 3.5 4.6 3.4 4 4.9 4.8

North Ayrshire 8.4 7.8 8.3 6.4 9 12.2 12.7 14.4 12.8 12.8

North Lanarkshire 5.7 7.1 5.5 5.2 7.8 10.5 10 10.9 13.1 9.8

Orkney Islands 1.7 1.5.. 3.5 2.4 3.5 4 2.4 5..

Perth and Kinross 3.8 2.7 4.1 3.6 4.4 5 5.8 6.7 7.5 5.6

Renfrewshire 4.4 5.4 4.2 5.4 6.2 8.8 10.5 8.9 8.1 7.6

Scottish Borders 3.3 4.3 4 2.6 5.2 7.1 6.1 6.1 5.5 3.3

Shetland Islands 2 2.2 5.1 1.7 2.3 3.4 1.9! 2.6 4

South Ayrshire 6 6.6 4.8 4.9 5.5 9.5 10.2 10.1 10.5 7.9

South Lanarkshire 5.3 4.2 4.4 3.3 3.7 7.4 6.3 7.5 6.1 8.2

Stirling 5.3 3.6 4.4 5.5 6.1 8.1 8.3 6.9 9.3 7.1

West Dunbartonshire 6.9 7.1 6.4 6.6 7.1 9.9 11 9.8 11.5 10.4

West Lothian 3.6 4.7 5.3 4.6 4.6 6.9 6.9 6.3 6.5 7.6

Scotland 5.3 5.5 5.3 4.6 5.4 7.5 7.9 8.1 8 7.5

Great Britain 4.8 5.1 5.4 5.3 6.3 8 7.8 8.2 8 7.3


Table 2
Levels and proportion of 16-19 year olds Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET), Scotland, 2004-2013
	year
	male
	female
	total

	
	rate
	rate
	rate

	2004 
	11.9% 
	11.5% 
	11.7% 

	2005 
	14.4% 
	13.3% 
	13.9% 

	2006 
	13.0% 
	10.3% 
	11.7% 

	2007 
	11.3% 
	10.7% 
	11.0% 

	2008 
	11.6% 
	11.2% 
	11.4% 

	2009 
	14.2% 
	11.3% 
	12.8% 

	2010 
	15.0% 
	12.4% 
	13.7% 

	2011 
	14.7% 
	10.1% 
	12.4% 

	2012 
	14.9% 
	11.7% 
	13.3% 

	2013 
	11.8% 
	12.0% 
	11.9% 


annual population survey, ONS

Data Sources 

ONS, Nomis database, retrieved 29th August 2014.
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unemployment rates

		Unemployment rate - aged 16-64

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		6		5.6		4.1		4.1		3.4		2.6		6.5		6.7		4.9		6.1

		Aberdeenshire		4.8		3.8		3		2.2		2.1		3.8		3.7		3.9		3.5		4.1

		Angus		4.7		4.8		5.2		4.9		4.2		6.8		8		6.1		7.1		7.3

		Argyll and Bute		4.3		4		3.5		4.5		5.1		6.1		6.1		7.1		6.1		4.8

		Clackmannanshire		5.7		6.7		5.6		6.5		5.5		6.1		5.4		11.4		9.8		11.2

		Dumfries and Galloway		4.1		3.8		4.3		4.1		5.7		4.8		7.4		9.9		8.9		6.7

		Dundee City		8.6		7.1		6.9		6.7		7.1		8.8		8.4		9.2		9.4		13.3

		East Ayrshire		6.1		7.5		6.3		6.6		8.2		10.5		8.3		11.5		11.1		12.3

		East Dunbartonshire		3		3.5		3.7		2.9		4.9		6.7		7.5		6.4		4.4		4.2

		East Lothian		4.4		3.6		3.3		3.6		3.4		6.5		7.6		6.8		6.6		5.8

		East Renfrewshire		3.2		4.6		3.2		4.3		3.6		7.1		6.5		6.4		5		7.8

		Edinburgh, City of		5.7		3.9		5.8		3.9		4.5		6.7		6.6		5.9		5.8		6.5

		Eilean Siar		5		5.6		3.4		3.3		7.1		7.4		4.9		8.1		8.2		7.3

		Falkirk		4.9		5.7		5.3		4.4		4.5		6.9		7.7		8.4		8.1		7

		Fife		4.5		6		6.8		6.1		6.4		9.1		10.1		8.8		10.1		8.2

		Glasgow City		7.6		9		8.3		6.4		7.9		10.9		11.8		11.6		11.5		8.5

		Highland		3.1		4.2		2		2.1		2.3		2.2		4.1		3.7		4.7		5.7

		Inverclyde		7.1		6.7		7.5		6.9		7.8		8.7		8.1		14.3		12.7		6.8

		Midlothian		3.1		5.5		5.6		4.7		5.8		7.9		8.9		6.7		3.7		6.4

		Moray		2.8		4.1		4		3.2		3.5		4.6		3.4		4		4.9		4.8

		North Ayrshire		8.4		7.8		8.3		6.4		9		12.2		12.7		14.4		12.8		12.8

		North Lanarkshire		5.7		7.1		5.5		5.2		7.8		10.5		10		10.9		13.1		9.8

		Orkney Islands		1.7		1.5		..		3.5		2.4		3.5		4		2.4		5		..

		Perth and Kinross		3.8		2.7		4.1		3.6		4.4		5		5.8		6.7		7.5		5.6

		Renfrewshire		4.4		5.4		4.2		5.4		6.2		8.8		10.5		8.9		8.1		7.6

		Scottish Borders		3.3		4.3		4		2.6		5.2		7.1		6.1		6.1		5.5		3.3

		Shetland Islands		2		2.2		5.1		1.7		2.3		3.4		1.9		!		2.6		4

		South Ayrshire		6		6.6		4.8		4.9		5.5		9.5		10.2		10.1		10.5		7.9

		South Lanarkshire		5.3		4.2		4.4		3.3		3.7		7.4		6.3		7.5		6.1		8.2

		Stirling		5.3		3.6		4.4		5.5		6.1		8.1		8.3		6.9		9.3		7.1

		West Dunbartonshire		6.9		7.1		6.4		6.6		7.1		9.9		11		9.8		11.5		10.4

		West Lothian		3.6		4.7		5.3		4.6		4.6		6.9		6.9		6.3		6.5		7.6

		Scotland		5.3		5.5		5.3		4.6		5.4		7.5		7.9		8.1		8		7.5

		Great Britain		4.8		5.1		5.4		5.3		6.3		8		7.8		8.2		8		7.3

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014
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unemployment rates

		

		Unemployment Percentage

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		6		5.6		4.1		4.1		3.4		2.6		6.5		6.7		4.9		6.1

		Aberdeenshire		4.8		3.8		3		2.2		2.1		3.8		3.7		3.9		3.5		4.1

		Angus		4.7		4.8		5.2		4.9		4.2		6.8		8		6.1		7.1		7.3

		Argyll and Bute		4.3		4		3.5		4.5		5.1		6.1		6.1		7.1		6.1		4.8

		Clackmannanshire		5.7		6.7		5.6		6.5		5.5		6.1		5.4		11.4		9.8		11.2

		Dumfries and Galloway		4.1		3.8		4.3		4.1		5.7		4.8		7.4		9.9		8.9		6.7

		Dundee City		8.6		7.1		6.9		6.7		7.1		8.8		8.4		9.2		9.4		13.3

		East Ayrshire		6.1		7.5		6.3		6.6		8.2		10.5		8.3		11.5		11.1		12.3

		East Dunbartonshire		3		3.5		3.7		2.9		4.9		6.7		7.5		6.4		4.4		4.2

		East Lothian		4.4		3.6		3.3		3.6		3.4		6.5		7.6		6.8		6.6		5.8

		East Renfrewshire		3.2		4.6		3.2		4.3		3.6		7.1		6.5		6.4		5		7.8

		Edinburgh, City of		5.7		3.9		5.8		3.9		4.5		6.7		6.6		5.9		5.8		6.5

		Eilean Siar		5		5.6		3.4		3.3		7.1		7.4		4.9		8.1		8.2		7.3

		Falkirk		4.9		5.7		5.3		4.4		4.5		6.9		7.7		8.4		8.1		7

		Fife		4.5		6		6.8		6.1		6.4		9.1		10.1		8.8		10.1		8.2

		Glasgow City		7.6		9		8.3		6.4		7.9		10.9		11.8		11.6		11.5		8.5

		Highland		3.1		4.2		2		2.1		2.3		2.2		4.1		3.7		4.7		5.7

		Inverclyde		7.1		6.7		7.5		6.9		7.8		8.7		8.1		14.3		12.7		6.8

		Midlothian		3.1		5.5		5.6		4.7		5.8		7.9		8.9		6.7		3.7		6.4

		Moray		2.8		4.1		4		3.2		3.5		4.6		3.4		4		4.9		4.8

		North Ayrshire		8.4		7.8		8.3		6.4		9		12.2		12.7		14.4		12.8		12.8

		North Lanarkshire		5.7		7.1		5.5		5.2		7.8		10.5		10		10.9		13.1		9.8

		Orkney Islands		1.7		1.5		..		3.5		2.4		3.5		4		2.4		5		..

		Perth and Kinross		3.8		2.7		4.1		3.6		4.4		5		5.8		6.7		7.5		5.6

		Renfrewshire		4.4		5.4		4.2		5.4		6.2		8.8		10.5		8.9		8.1		7.6

		Scottish Borders		3.3		4.3		4		2.6		5.2		7.1		6.1		6.1		5.5		3.3

		Shetland Islands		2		2.2		5.1		1.7		2.3		3.4		1.9		!		2.6		4

		South Ayrshire		6		6.6		4.8		4.9		5.5		9.5		10.2		10.1		10.5		7.9

		South Lanarkshire		5.3		4.2		4.4		3.3		3.7		7.4		6.3		7.5		6.1		8.2

		Stirling		5.3		3.6		4.4		5.5		6.1		8.1		8.3		6.9		9.3		7.1

		West Dunbartonshire		6.9		7.1		6.4		6.6		7.1		9.9		11		9.8		11.5		10.4

		West Lothian		3.6		4.7		5.3		4.6		4.6		6.9		6.9		6.3		6.5		7.6

		Scotland		5.3		5.5		5.3		4.6		5.4		7.5		7.9		8.1		8		7.5

		Great Britain		4.8		5.1		5.4		5.3		6.3		8		7.8		8.2		8		7.3

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014





UnemploymentTime Series

		2004/05		2004/05

		2005/06		2005/06

		2006/07		2006/07

		2007/08		2007/08

		2008/09		2008/09

		2009/10		2009/10

		2010/11		2010/11

		2011/12		2011/12

		2012/13		2012/13

		2013/14		2013/14



Scotland

Britain

Unemployment Rates

5.3

4.8

5.5

5.1

5.3

5.4

4.6

5.3

5.4

6.3

7.5

8

7.9

7.8

8.1

8.2

8

8

7.5

7.3



Dundee Unemployment %

		5.3		4.8		8.6

		5.5		5.1		7.1

		5.3		5.4		6.9

		4.6		5.3		6.7

		5.4		6.3		7.1

		7.5		8		8.8

		7.9		7.8		8.4

		8.1		8.2		9.2

		8		8		9.4

		7.5		7.3		13.3



Scotland

Great Britain

Dundee

Unemployment Dundee



Sheet2

		

				Scotland		Great Britain		Dundee

		2004/05		5.3		4.8		8.6

		2005/06		5.5		5.1		7.1

		2006/07		5.3		5.4		6.9

		2007/08		4.6		5.3		6.7

		2008/09		5.4		6.3		7.1

		2009/10		7.5		8		8.8

		2010/11		7.9		7.8		8.4

		2011/12		8.1		8.2		9.2

		2012/13		8		8		9.4

		2013/14		7.5		7.3		13.3





Sheet3

		






_1471070229.xls
unemp las

		Aberdeen City

		Aberdeenshire

		Angus

		Argyll and Bute

		Clackmannanshire

		Dumfries and Galloway

		Dundee City

		East Ayrshire

		East Dunbartonshire

		East Lothian

		East Renfrewshire

		Edinburgh, City of

		Eilean Siar

		Falkirk

		Fife

		Glasgow City

		Highland

		Inverclyde

		Midlothian

		Moray

		North Ayrshire

		North Lanarkshire

		Orkney Islands

		Perth and Kinross

		Renfrewshire

		Scottish Borders

		Shetland Islands

		South Ayrshire

		South Lanarkshire

		Stirling

		West Dunbartonshire

		West Lothian

		Scotland

		Great Britain



Unemployment Rates 2013/14

6.1

4.1

7.3

4.8

11.2

6.7

13.3

12.3

4.2

5.8

7.8

6.5

7.3

7

8.2

8.5

5.7

6.8

6.4

4.8

12.8

9.8

0

5.6

7.6

3.3

4

7.9

8.2

7.1

10.4

7.6

7.5

7.3



unemployment rates

		Unemployment rate - aged 16-64

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		6		5.6		4.1		4.1		3.4		2.6		6.5		6.7		4.9		6.1

		Aberdeenshire		4.8		3.8		3		2.2		2.1		3.8		3.7		3.9		3.5		4.1

		Angus		4.7		4.8		5.2		4.9		4.2		6.8		8		6.1		7.1		7.3

		Argyll and Bute		4.3		4		3.5		4.5		5.1		6.1		6.1		7.1		6.1		4.8

		Clackmannanshire		5.7		6.7		5.6		6.5		5.5		6.1		5.4		11.4		9.8		11.2

		Dumfries and Galloway		4.1		3.8		4.3		4.1		5.7		4.8		7.4		9.9		8.9		6.7

		Dundee City		8.6		7.1		6.9		6.7		7.1		8.8		8.4		9.2		9.4		13.3

		East Ayrshire		6.1		7.5		6.3		6.6		8.2		10.5		8.3		11.5		11.1		12.3

		East Dunbartonshire		3		3.5		3.7		2.9		4.9		6.7		7.5		6.4		4.4		4.2

		East Lothian		4.4		3.6		3.3		3.6		3.4		6.5		7.6		6.8		6.6		5.8

		East Renfrewshire		3.2		4.6		3.2		4.3		3.6		7.1		6.5		6.4		5		7.8

		Edinburgh, City of		5.7		3.9		5.8		3.9		4.5		6.7		6.6		5.9		5.8		6.5

		Eilean Siar		5		5.6		3.4		3.3		7.1		7.4		4.9		8.1		8.2		7.3

		Falkirk		4.9		5.7		5.3		4.4		4.5		6.9		7.7		8.4		8.1		7

		Fife		4.5		6		6.8		6.1		6.4		9.1		10.1		8.8		10.1		8.2

		Glasgow City		7.6		9		8.3		6.4		7.9		10.9		11.8		11.6		11.5		8.5

		Highland		3.1		4.2		2		2.1		2.3		2.2		4.1		3.7		4.7		5.7

		Inverclyde		7.1		6.7		7.5		6.9		7.8		8.7		8.1		14.3		12.7		6.8

		Midlothian		3.1		5.5		5.6		4.7		5.8		7.9		8.9		6.7		3.7		6.4

		Moray		2.8		4.1		4		3.2		3.5		4.6		3.4		4		4.9		4.8

		North Ayrshire		8.4		7.8		8.3		6.4		9		12.2		12.7		14.4		12.8		12.8

		North Lanarkshire		5.7		7.1		5.5		5.2		7.8		10.5		10		10.9		13.1		9.8

		Orkney Islands		1.7		1.5		..		3.5		2.4		3.5		4		2.4		5		..

		Perth and Kinross		3.8		2.7		4.1		3.6		4.4		5		5.8		6.7		7.5		5.6

		Renfrewshire		4.4		5.4		4.2		5.4		6.2		8.8		10.5		8.9		8.1		7.6

		Scottish Borders		3.3		4.3		4		2.6		5.2		7.1		6.1		6.1		5.5		3.3

		Shetland Islands		2		2.2		5.1		1.7		2.3		3.4		1.9		!		2.6		4

		South Ayrshire		6		6.6		4.8		4.9		5.5		9.5		10.2		10.1		10.5		7.9

		South Lanarkshire		5.3		4.2		4.4		3.3		3.7		7.4		6.3		7.5		6.1		8.2

		Stirling		5.3		3.6		4.4		5.5		6.1		8.1		8.3		6.9		9.3		7.1

		West Dunbartonshire		6.9		7.1		6.4		6.6		7.1		9.9		11		9.8		11.5		10.4

		West Lothian		3.6		4.7		5.3		4.6		4.6		6.9		6.9		6.3		6.5		7.6

		Scotland		5.3		5.5		5.3		4.6		5.4		7.5		7.9		8.1		8		7.5

		Great Britain		4.8		5.1		5.4		5.3		6.3		8		7.8		8.2		8		7.3

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014
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