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Table 1: Percentage of Population aged 16 to 64 who are employees, 2004/05 to 2013/14

Background
Economic activity in the population comprises employees in employment, the self employed and the unemployed. 

Main Points

Overall figures on employment in Scotland compare favourably with those for the rest of Britain. The percentage of those in employment (either employees or self employed) was 71% in Scotland and 71.5% in Britain in 2012. However, Scotland has a smaller percentage of the working population in self employment, (7.6%), than is the case in Britain as a whole, (9.8%). 

Across Scotland, low employee rates are in Dundee, Glasgow, and North Ayrshire. (Chart 1). On average, over the ten year period, Glasgow has had the lowest employee rates, and there has been little variation over the period. The area suffering most from low employee rates in 2014 is North Ayrshire, at 54.1%. 

Among OECD countries, the UK ranks third highest in the percentage of young people in part time employment. 

The UK was 5th highest in the percentage of young people in involuntary part time work – young people would have worked more hours if more hours had been offered.

Among those who had completed tertiary education and were working, (aged 16 to 29), 26% in the UK were working at levels below their qualification level. In total, the UK was 10th worst on this measure out of 30 OECD and partner countries studied. (source: OECD)
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Table 1
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Area 2004/052005/062006/072007/082008/09 2009/102010/112011/122012/132013/14

Aberdeen City

68.8 70.4 73.4 72.1 73.4 74.3 72.1 70.6 68.8 69.8

Aberdeenshire

67.1 67 69.7 69.1 69.3 69.2 67.9 66.5 68.8 68.3

Angus

65.8 66.3 66.9 66.1 67 63.6 63.5 62.1 63.5 62.4

Argyll and Bute

61.9 64.2 65.6 64.3 63.3 61.2 59.2 59.2 57.5 60.8

Clackmannanshire

63.6 64.2 65.1 60.2 63.2 65.8 66.9 58.5 58.2 59.8

Dumfries and Galloway

63.8 64.8 63.5 61.8 59.9 62.8 58.3 56.3 55.8 56.9

Dundee City

63.5 64.1 63.9 65.2 61.3 62.1 64.9 61.6 61.9 55.1

East Ayrshire

61.4 62.7 62.2 63.2 61.4 61.1 61.9 59.4 59.6 61.1

East Dunbartonshire

69.7 70 70.7 68.1 65.7 63.7 62.5 63.6 65.2 65.2

East Lothian

66.2 66.2 66.5 65.6 67.1 65.5 62.7 62.9 61.6 63.6

East Renfrewshire

67.7 67.6 67.3 66.2 66.1 62.7 64.1 62.2 64.5 66.3

Edinburgh, City of

65.8 68.1 66.4 66 67.5 61 63.6 63.6 65 64

Eilean Siar

71.5 69.4 69.1 66 64.5 63.2 53.5 57.1 60.4 63.1

Falkirk

68.3 69.2 70 69.4 69.3 65.4 66.5 63.9 66.2 66.5

Fife

68.3 67.2 65.6 67.9 68.9 65 63.9 63.5 63.1 65.6

Glasgow City

59 57.3 57.2 60 57.5 56.5 56.6 55.9 53.3 57.5

Highland

69 66.3 68.8 70.7 68.7 69.5 67.5 67 63.5 61.5

Inverclyde

61.6 63.5 62.5 64.3 64.4 62.9 63.8 58.2 57.8 63

Midlothian

71.9 68.3 71.1 70.2 68.5 67 63.1 66.5 64.1 62.7

Moray

64.9 64.8 67.2 67.8 69.8 67.7 68 67.6 69.8 68.8

North Ayrshire

61.1 62.1 62.7 61.4 62 58.9 54.5 54.8 55.4 54.1

North Lanarkshire

64 64.3 65.9 63.7 63.5 63 64.3 62.6 63 65

Orkney Islands

64.7 65.7 62.9 65.5 70.6 74.1 65.2 66.9 69 66.4

Perth and Kinross

63.7 66 66.6 64.4 65.8 63.7 65.1 64.9 64.8 65.1

Renfrewshire

67.1 68.5 68.5 68.7 68.2 64 60.6 61.4 63.5 65

Scottish Borders

65.5 64.6 66.9 67.1 64.6 60.3 60.4 60.3 60.9 63

Shetland Islands

70.9 70.3 71 72.4 72.9 76.1 73.4 70.7 68.6 75.4

South Ayrshire

63 63.4 63.3 65.1 62.1 60.6 59 56.7 60.2 63

South Lanarkshire

65.4 65.1 66.3 68.3 66.7 63.1 64.5 64.6 66.2 66.1

Stirling

63.7 63.5 63.9 64.5 64.7 62.1 58 59.4 57.5 60.9

West Dunbartonshire

64.4 64.4 66.2 65.4 63.7 61.6 62.3 62.3 61.8 60.1

West Lothian

71 70.1 70.5 70.5 70.2 65.4 66.4 65.6 68.4 68.1

Scotland

65.2 65.3 65.8 66 65.5 63.4 63.1 62.3 62.4 63.3

Great Britain

63.4 63.1 63.1 63 62.7 60.9 60.8 60.4 60.9 61.4


Data Sources 

ONS, retrieved September 2014.
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				Percentage of Population Aged 16 to 64 who are employees

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		68.8		70.4		73.4		72.1		73.4		74.3		72.1		70.6		68.8		69.8

		Aberdeenshire		67.1		67		69.7		69.1		69.3		69.2		67.9		66.5		68.8		68.3

		Angus		65.8		66.3		66.9		66.1		67		63.6		63.5		62.1		63.5		62.4

		Argyll and Bute		61.9		64.2		65.6		64.3		63.3		61.2		59.2		59.2		57.5		60.8

		Clackmannanshire		63.6		64.2		65.1		60.2		63.2		65.8		66.9		58.5		58.2		59.8

		Dumfries and Galloway		63.8		64.8		63.5		61.8		59.9		62.8		58.3		56.3		55.8		56.9

		Dundee City		63.5		64.1		63.9		65.2		61.3		62.1		64.9		61.6		61.9		55.1

		East Ayrshire		61.4		62.7		62.2		63.2		61.4		61.1		61.9		59.4		59.6		61.1

		East Dunbartonshire		69.7		70		70.7		68.1		65.7		63.7		62.5		63.6		65.2		65.2

		East Lothian		66.2		66.2		66.5		65.6		67.1		65.5		62.7		62.9		61.6		63.6

		East Renfrewshire		67.7		67.6		67.3		66.2		66.1		62.7		64.1		62.2		64.5		66.3

		Edinburgh, City of		65.8		68.1		66.4		66		67.5		61		63.6		63.6		65		64

		Eilean Siar		71.5		69.4		69.1		66		64.5		63.2		53.5		57.1		60.4		63.1

		Falkirk		68.3		69.2		70		69.4		69.3		65.4		66.5		63.9		66.2		66.5

		Fife		68.3		67.2		65.6		67.9		68.9		65		63.9		63.5		63.1		65.6

		Glasgow City		59		57.3		57.2		60		57.5		56.5		56.6		55.9		53.3		57.5

		Highland		69		66.3		68.8		70.7		68.7		69.5		67.5		67		63.5		61.5

		Inverclyde		61.6		63.5		62.5		64.3		64.4		62.9		63.8		58.2		57.8		63

		Midlothian		71.9		68.3		71.1		70.2		68.5		67		63.1		66.5		64.1		62.7

		Moray		64.9		64.8		67.2		67.8		69.8		67.7		68		67.6		69.8		68.8

		North Ayrshire		61.1		62.1		62.7		61.4		62		58.9		54.5		54.8		55.4		54.1

		North Lanarkshire		64		64.3		65.9		63.7		63.5		63		64.3		62.6		63		65

		Orkney Islands		64.7		65.7		62.9		65.5		70.6		74.1		65.2		66.9		69		66.4

		Perth and Kinross		63.7		66		66.6		64.4		65.8		63.7		65.1		64.9		64.8		65.1

		Renfrewshire		67.1		68.5		68.5		68.7		68.2		64		60.6		61.4		63.5		65

		Scottish Borders		65.5		64.6		66.9		67.1		64.6		60.3		60.4		60.3		60.9		63

		Shetland Islands		70.9		70.3		71		72.4		72.9		76.1		73.4		70.7		68.6		75.4

		South Ayrshire		63		63.4		63.3		65.1		62.1		60.6		59		56.7		60.2		63

		South Lanarkshire		65.4		65.1		66.3		68.3		66.7		63.1		64.5		64.6		66.2		66.1

		Stirling		63.7		63.5		63.9		64.5		64.7		62.1		58		59.4		57.5		60.9

		West Dunbartonshire		64.4		64.4		66.2		65.4		63.7		61.6		62.3		62.3		61.8		60.1

		West Lothian		71		70.1		70.5		70.5		70.2		65.4		66.4		65.6		68.4		68.1

		Scotland		65.2		65.3		65.8		66		65.5		63.4		63.1		62.3		62.4		63.3

		Great Britain		63.4		63.1		63.1		63		62.7		60.9		60.8		60.4		60.9		61.4

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014
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				Percentage of Population Aged 16 to 64 who are employees

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		68.8		70.4		73.4		72.1		73.4		74.3		72.1		70.6		68.8		69.8

		Aberdeenshire		67.1		67		69.7		69.1		69.3		69.2		67.9		66.5		68.8		68.3

		Angus		65.8		66.3		66.9		66.1		67		63.6		63.5		62.1		63.5		62.4

		Argyll and Bute		61.9		64.2		65.6		64.3		63.3		61.2		59.2		59.2		57.5		60.8

		Clackmannanshire		63.6		64.2		65.1		60.2		63.2		65.8		66.9		58.5		58.2		59.8

		Dumfries and Galloway		63.8		64.8		63.5		61.8		59.9		62.8		58.3		56.3		55.8		56.9

		Dundee City		63.5		64.1		63.9		65.2		61.3		62.1		64.9		61.6		61.9		55.1

		East Ayrshire		61.4		62.7		62.2		63.2		61.4		61.1		61.9		59.4		59.6		61.1

		East Dunbartonshire		69.7		70		70.7		68.1		65.7		63.7		62.5		63.6		65.2		65.2

		East Lothian		66.2		66.2		66.5		65.6		67.1		65.5		62.7		62.9		61.6		63.6

		East Renfrewshire		67.7		67.6		67.3		66.2		66.1		62.7		64.1		62.2		64.5		66.3

		Edinburgh, City of		65.8		68.1		66.4		66		67.5		61		63.6		63.6		65		64

		Eilean Siar		71.5		69.4		69.1		66		64.5		63.2		53.5		57.1		60.4		63.1

		Falkirk		68.3		69.2		70		69.4		69.3		65.4		66.5		63.9		66.2		66.5

		Fife		68.3		67.2		65.6		67.9		68.9		65		63.9		63.5		63.1		65.6

		Glasgow City		59		57.3		57.2		60		57.5		56.5		56.6		55.9		53.3		57.5

		Highland		69		66.3		68.8		70.7		68.7		69.5		67.5		67		63.5		61.5

		Inverclyde		61.6		63.5		62.5		64.3		64.4		62.9		63.8		58.2		57.8		63

		Midlothian		71.9		68.3		71.1		70.2		68.5		67		63.1		66.5		64.1		62.7

		Moray		64.9		64.8		67.2		67.8		69.8		67.7		68		67.6		69.8		68.8

		North Ayrshire		61.1		62.1		62.7		61.4		62		58.9		54.5		54.8		55.4		54.1

		North Lanarkshire		64		64.3		65.9		63.7		63.5		63		64.3		62.6		63		65

		Orkney Islands		64.7		65.7		62.9		65.5		70.6		74.1		65.2		66.9		69		66.4

		Perth and Kinross		63.7		66		66.6		64.4		65.8		63.7		65.1		64.9		64.8		65.1

		Renfrewshire		67.1		68.5		68.5		68.7		68.2		64		60.6		61.4		63.5		65

		Scottish Borders		65.5		64.6		66.9		67.1		64.6		60.3		60.4		60.3		60.9		63

		Shetland Islands		70.9		70.3		71		72.4		72.9		76.1		73.4		70.7		68.6		75.4

		South Ayrshire		63		63.4		63.3		65.1		62.1		60.6		59		56.7		60.2		63

		South Lanarkshire		65.4		65.1		66.3		68.3		66.7		63.1		64.5		64.6		66.2		66.1

		Stirling		63.7		63.5		63.9		64.5		64.7		62.1		58		59.4		57.5		60.9

		West Dunbartonshire		64.4		64.4		66.2		65.4		63.7		61.6		62.3		62.3		61.8		60.1

		West Lothian		71		70.1		70.5		70.5		70.2		65.4		66.4		65.6		68.4		68.1

		Scotland		65.2		65.3		65.8		66		65.5		63.4		63.1		62.3		62.4		63.3

		Great Britain		63.4		63.1		63.1		63		62.7		60.9		60.8		60.4		60.9		61.4

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014
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