Section 4 : Economic Inactivity
To return to database home page click here.

Contents of this section
Chart 1: time series on economically inactive as a percentage of working age population, Scotland, GB.

Chart 2: economically inactive as percentage of working age population, local authorities, 2013/14.

Table 1: economically inactive as percentage of working age population, 2004/5-2013/14, by local authority, Scotland.

Background
Economic inactivity of those of working age in the population is defined as the category of being in neither employment nor unemployment. It includes the temporary sick, long term sick, students (not in employment or unemployment), those looking after family/home, the retired of working age.
Main Points

Historically, over most of the last 10 years, economic inactivity has been slightly higher in Scotland than in Britain as a whole, but the gap has been narrowing, and in the last two years inactivity in Scotland has been less than that for Britain. (Chart 1).

There are marked variations between local authorities in Scotland. Dundee has the highest inactivity percentage at 31.2%: other areas where inactivity is greater than 25% are Glasgow, North Ayrshire, and West Dunbartonshire. The situation in Dundee is particularly noteworthy for the marked increase in inactivity: this has increased from being close to the Scottish and GB average in 2010/11 to now being well above. (Chart 2 and Table 1)  
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Table 1
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Area 2004/052005/062006/07 2007/082008/092009/10 2010/112011/12 2012/132013/14

Aberdeen City 19.8 18.7 17.2 18.8 18.9 18.8 18.2 18.5 19.2 19.9

Aberdeenshire 19.1 18.5 17.2 18.2 17.8 17.1 16 17.6 16.1 18.1

Angus 21.8 20.4 18.2 18.6 19 21 20.6 22.9 22.3 21.5

Argyll and Bute 21.5 19.9 18.9 18.9 21.9 21.9 22.8 23.1 24.4 21.7

Clackmannanshire 24.9 25 24 27.9 28.1 23 21.7 25.8 26.5 25.1

Dumfries and Galloway 21.5 20.4 20.7 22 22.6 22.4 24.5 24.4 24.8 23.8

Dundee City 25.7 25.7 24.4 24.2 27.5 24.7 23 25.9 26.8 31.2

East Ayrshire 27.1 26.1 26 24 23.8 23.6 23.5 24.6 24.3 21.7

East Dunbartonshire 19.3 18.2 18.5 21.5 21.7 20 21.6 22 20.8 20.9

East Lothian 21 20.1 21.3 21.5 21.2 21.1 21.9 21.6 20.6 20.3

East Renfrewshire 19.1 19.6 21.7 21 22.3 22.6 22.6 22.6 22.5 19.3

Edinburgh, City of 20.9 21.9 20.2 22.9 20.7 24.4 23.5 23.9 21.8 22.3

Eilean Siar 19.2 16.3 19.9 19.2 18.7 21.3 31.3 25.9 23.3 19.1

Falkirk 22.1 20.8 20 20.6 22 22.8 21.4 22 21.1 20.9

Fife 21.9 21 22.1 22.1 20.7 22.2 21.3 22.8 22.5 22.9

Glasgow City 31.7 30.9 30.5 28.8 29.8 30.1 29.3 27.9 33 29.3

Highland 16 19.2 18.4 17.4 18.9 17.3 18.9 17 20.9 21.4

Inverclyde 27.4 26.9 24.4 25.3 25.1 25.3 23.4 22.8 24.3 25.2

Midlothian 18.3 18.2 17.4 17 18.7 19.3 20.3 19.5 23 21.2

Moray 22.3 21.3 20.4 19.4 16.5 18.6 18.9 18.7 16.8 18.4

North Ayrshire 27 25.5 24.8 27.2 25.5 25.4 29.8 28.2 28.7 28.1

North Lanarkshire 27.1 25.4 23.2 25.3 23.6 22.4 21.9 22.8 20.3 21.5

Orkney Islands 17.5 14.1 18.4 14.7 14.6 11.6 18.9 17.6 12.5 17.5

Perth and Kinross 22.1 22.6 19.8 21.5 21.5 22.9 20.5 19.8 19.6 19.8

Renfrewshire 23.8 22.7 22.9 21.9 21.9 23.4 24.9 25.4 23 21.4

Scottish Borders 20.2 20.3 19.5 18.9 18.8 21.4 23.1 23.3 22.1 21.4

Shetland Islands 15.3 14.4 11.7 13.1 13.8 10.9 14.6 16.9 21.9 10.9

South Ayrshire 23.6 23.9 24 22.3 23.6 23.7 24.3 26.2 22.6 20.5

South Lanarkshire 23.4 23.9 23.1 21.5 23.3 23.7 23.7 22.1 21 21

Stirling 21.7 23.6 23.3 21 20.7 22.5 24.5 24.4 24.7 22.9

West Dunbartonshire 26.1 25.6 23 24.1 25.8 24.9 23.5 24.6 24.5 27.8

West Lothian 20.2 21.4 19.2 20.1 20.6 22.9 21.7 23.5 20.6 19.7

Scotland 23.3 23 22.1 22.4 22.5 23 22.9 23.1 23.1 22.7

Great Britain 23.6 23.6 23.3 23.3 23.2 23.6 23.8 23.5 22.9 22.6


Data Sources 

ONS, Nomis database, retrieved 29th August 2014.
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Sheet1

		% who are economically inactive - aged 16-64

		Economic Inactivity as Percentage of Working Age Population

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		19.8		18.7		17.2		18.8		18.9		18.8		18.2		18.5		19.2		19.9

		Aberdeenshire		19.1		18.5		17.2		18.2		17.8		17.1		16		17.6		16.1		18.1

		Angus		21.8		20.4		18.2		18.6		19		21		20.6		22.9		22.3		21.5

		Argyll and Bute		21.5		19.9		18.9		18.9		21.9		21.9		22.8		23.1		24.4		21.7

		Clackmannanshire		24.9		25		24		27.9		28.1		23		21.7		25.8		26.5		25.1

		Dumfries and Galloway		21.5		20.4		20.7		22		22.6		22.4		24.5		24.4		24.8		23.8

		Dundee City		25.7		25.7		24.4		24.2		27.5		24.7		23		25.9		26.8		31.2

		East Ayrshire		27.1		26.1		26		24		23.8		23.6		23.5		24.6		24.3		21.7

		East Dunbartonshire		19.3		18.2		18.5		21.5		21.7		20		21.6		22		20.8		20.9

		East Lothian		21		20.1		21.3		21.5		21.2		21.1		21.9		21.6		20.6		20.3

		East Renfrewshire		19.1		19.6		21.7		21		22.3		22.6		22.6		22.6		22.5		19.3

		Edinburgh, City of		20.9		21.9		20.2		22.9		20.7		24.4		23.5		23.9		21.8		22.3

		Eilean Siar		19.2		16.3		19.9		19.2		18.7		21.3		31.3		25.9		23.3		19.1

		Falkirk		22.1		20.8		20		20.6		22		22.8		21.4		22		21.1		20.9

		Fife		21.9		21		22.1		22.1		20.7		22.2		21.3		22.8		22.5		22.9

		Glasgow City		31.7		30.9		30.5		28.8		29.8		30.1		29.3		27.9		33		29.3

		Highland		16		19.2		18.4		17.4		18.9		17.3		18.9		17		20.9		21.4

		Inverclyde		27.4		26.9		24.4		25.3		25.1		25.3		23.4		22.8		24.3		25.2

		Midlothian		18.3		18.2		17.4		17		18.7		19.3		20.3		19.5		23		21.2

		Moray		22.3		21.3		20.4		19.4		16.5		18.6		18.9		18.7		16.8		18.4

		North Ayrshire		27		25.5		24.8		27.2		25.5		25.4		29.8		28.2		28.7		28.1

		North Lanarkshire		27.1		25.4		23.2		25.3		23.6		22.4		21.9		22.8		20.3		21.5

		Orkney Islands		17.5		14.1		18.4		14.7		14.6		11.6		18.9		17.6		12.5		17.5

		Perth and Kinross		22.1		22.6		19.8		21.5		21.5		22.9		20.5		19.8		19.6		19.8

		Renfrewshire		23.8		22.7		22.9		21.9		21.9		23.4		24.9		25.4		23		21.4

		Scottish Borders		20.2		20.3		19.5		18.9		18.8		21.4		23.1		23.3		22.1		21.4

		Shetland Islands		15.3		14.4		11.7		13.1		13.8		10.9		14.6		16.9		21.9		10.9

		South Ayrshire		23.6		23.9		24		22.3		23.6		23.7		24.3		26.2		22.6		20.5

		South Lanarkshire		23.4		23.9		23.1		21.5		23.3		23.7		23.7		22.1		21		21

		Stirling		21.7		23.6		23.3		21		20.7		22.5		24.5		24.4		24.7		22.9

		West Dunbartonshire		26.1		25.6		23		24.1		25.8		24.9		23.5		24.6		24.5		27.8

		West Lothian		20.2		21.4		19.2		20.1		20.6		22.9		21.7		23.5		20.6		19.7

		Scotland		23.3		23		22.1		22.4		22.5		23		22.9		23.1		23.1		22.7

		Great Britain		23.6		23.6		23.3		23.3		23.2		23.6		23.8		23.5		22.9		22.6

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014
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Sheet1

		% who are economically inactive - aged 16-64

		Economic Inactivity as Percentage of Working Age Population

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		19.8		18.7		17.2		18.8		18.9		18.8		18.2		18.5		19.2		19.9

		Aberdeenshire		19.1		18.5		17.2		18.2		17.8		17.1		16		17.6		16.1		18.1

		Angus		21.8		20.4		18.2		18.6		19		21		20.6		22.9		22.3		21.5

		Argyll and Bute		21.5		19.9		18.9		18.9		21.9		21.9		22.8		23.1		24.4		21.7

		Clackmannanshire		24.9		25		24		27.9		28.1		23		21.7		25.8		26.5		25.1

		Dumfries and Galloway		21.5		20.4		20.7		22		22.6		22.4		24.5		24.4		24.8		23.8

		Dundee City		25.7		25.7		24.4		24.2		27.5		24.7		23		25.9		26.8		31.2

		East Ayrshire		27.1		26.1		26		24		23.8		23.6		23.5		24.6		24.3		21.7

		East Dunbartonshire		19.3		18.2		18.5		21.5		21.7		20		21.6		22		20.8		20.9

		East Lothian		21		20.1		21.3		21.5		21.2		21.1		21.9		21.6		20.6		20.3

		East Renfrewshire		19.1		19.6		21.7		21		22.3		22.6		22.6		22.6		22.5		19.3

		Edinburgh, City of		20.9		21.9		20.2		22.9		20.7		24.4		23.5		23.9		21.8		22.3

		Eilean Siar		19.2		16.3		19.9		19.2		18.7		21.3		31.3		25.9		23.3		19.1

		Falkirk		22.1		20.8		20		20.6		22		22.8		21.4		22		21.1		20.9

		Fife		21.9		21		22.1		22.1		20.7		22.2		21.3		22.8		22.5		22.9

		Glasgow City		31.7		30.9		30.5		28.8		29.8		30.1		29.3		27.9		33		29.3

		Highland		16		19.2		18.4		17.4		18.9		17.3		18.9		17		20.9		21.4

		Inverclyde		27.4		26.9		24.4		25.3		25.1		25.3		23.4		22.8		24.3		25.2

		Midlothian		18.3		18.2		17.4		17		18.7		19.3		20.3		19.5		23		21.2

		Moray		22.3		21.3		20.4		19.4		16.5		18.6		18.9		18.7		16.8		18.4

		North Ayrshire		27		25.5		24.8		27.2		25.5		25.4		29.8		28.2		28.7		28.1

		North Lanarkshire		27.1		25.4		23.2		25.3		23.6		22.4		21.9		22.8		20.3		21.5

		Orkney Islands		17.5		14.1		18.4		14.7		14.6		11.6		18.9		17.6		12.5		17.5

		Perth and Kinross		22.1		22.6		19.8		21.5		21.5		22.9		20.5		19.8		19.6		19.8

		Renfrewshire		23.8		22.7		22.9		21.9		21.9		23.4		24.9		25.4		23		21.4

		Scottish Borders		20.2		20.3		19.5		18.9		18.8		21.4		23.1		23.3		22.1		21.4

		Shetland Islands		15.3		14.4		11.7		13.1		13.8		10.9		14.6		16.9		21.9		10.9

		South Ayrshire		23.6		23.9		24		22.3		23.6		23.7		24.3		26.2		22.6		20.5

		South Lanarkshire		23.4		23.9		23.1		21.5		23.3		23.7		23.7		22.1		21		21

		Stirling		21.7		23.6		23.3		21		20.7		22.5		24.5		24.4		24.7		22.9

		West Dunbartonshire		26.1		25.6		23		24.1		25.8		24.9		23.5		24.6		24.5		27.8

		West Lothian		20.2		21.4		19.2		20.1		20.6		22.9		21.7		23.5		20.6		19.7

		Scotland		23.3		23		22.1		22.4		22.5		23		22.9		23.1		23.1		22.7

		Great Britain		23.6		23.6		23.3		23.3		23.2		23.6		23.8		23.5		22.9		22.6

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014
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		% who are economically inactive - aged 16-64

		Area		2004/05		2005/06		2006/07		2007/08		2008/09		2009/10		2010/11		2011/12		2012/13		2013/14

		Aberdeen City		19.8		18.7		17.2		18.8		18.9		18.8		18.2		18.5		19.2		19.9

		Aberdeenshire		19.1		18.5		17.2		18.2		17.8		17.1		16		17.6		16.1		18.1

		Angus		21.8		20.4		18.2		18.6		19		21		20.6		22.9		22.3		21.5

		Argyll and Bute		21.5		19.9		18.9		18.9		21.9		21.9		22.8		23.1		24.4		21.7

		Clackmannanshire		24.9		25		24		27.9		28.1		23		21.7		25.8		26.5		25.1

		Dumfries and Galloway		21.5		20.4		20.7		22		22.6		22.4		24.5		24.4		24.8		23.8

		Dundee City		25.7		25.7		24.4		24.2		27.5		24.7		23		25.9		26.8		31.2

		East Ayrshire		27.1		26.1		26		24		23.8		23.6		23.5		24.6		24.3		21.7

		East Dunbartonshire		19.3		18.2		18.5		21.5		21.7		20		21.6		22		20.8		20.9

		East Lothian		21		20.1		21.3		21.5		21.2		21.1		21.9		21.6		20.6		20.3

		East Renfrewshire		19.1		19.6		21.7		21		22.3		22.6		22.6		22.6		22.5		19.3

		Edinburgh, City of		20.9		21.9		20.2		22.9		20.7		24.4		23.5		23.9		21.8		22.3

		Eilean Siar		19.2		16.3		19.9		19.2		18.7		21.3		31.3		25.9		23.3		19.1

		Falkirk		22.1		20.8		20		20.6		22		22.8		21.4		22		21.1		20.9

		Fife		21.9		21		22.1		22.1		20.7		22.2		21.3		22.8		22.5		22.9

		Glasgow City		31.7		30.9		30.5		28.8		29.8		30.1		29.3		27.9		33		29.3

		Highland		16		19.2		18.4		17.4		18.9		17.3		18.9		17		20.9		21.4

		Inverclyde		27.4		26.9		24.4		25.3		25.1		25.3		23.4		22.8		24.3		25.2

		Midlothian		18.3		18.2		17.4		17		18.7		19.3		20.3		19.5		23		21.2

		Moray		22.3		21.3		20.4		19.4		16.5		18.6		18.9		18.7		16.8		18.4

		North Ayrshire		27		25.5		24.8		27.2		25.5		25.4		29.8		28.2		28.7		28.1

		North Lanarkshire		27.1		25.4		23.2		25.3		23.6		22.4		21.9		22.8		20.3		21.5

		Orkney Islands		17.5		14.1		18.4		14.7		14.6		11.6		18.9		17.6		12.5		17.5

		Perth and Kinross		22.1		22.6		19.8		21.5		21.5		22.9		20.5		19.8		19.6		19.8

		Renfrewshire		23.8		22.7		22.9		21.9		21.9		23.4		24.9		25.4		23		21.4

		Scottish Borders		20.2		20.3		19.5		18.9		18.8		21.4		23.1		23.3		22.1		21.4

		Shetland Islands		15.3		14.4		11.7		13.1		13.8		10.9		14.6		16.9		21.9		10.9

		South Ayrshire		23.6		23.9		24		22.3		23.6		23.7		24.3		26.2		22.6		20.5

		South Lanarkshire		23.4		23.9		23.1		21.5		23.3		23.7		23.7		22.1		21		21

		Stirling		21.7		23.6		23.3		21		20.7		22.5		24.5		24.4		24.7		22.9

		West Dunbartonshire		26.1		25.6		23		24.1		25.8		24.9		23.5		24.6		24.5		27.8

		West Lothian		20.2		21.4		19.2		20.1		20.6		22.9		21.7		23.5		20.6		19.7

		Scotland		23.3		23		22.1		22.4		22.5		23		22.9		23.1		23.1		22.7

		Great Britain		23.6		23.6		23.3		23.3		23.2		23.6		23.8		23.5		22.9		22.6

		Source: Nomis 29 August 2014
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