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Background
The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) identifies concentrations of deprivation where these concentrations exist. Essentially, in the SIMD exercise, Scotland is divided into 6,505 datazones each of approximately 800 individuals. Datazones are then ranked according to a weighted score across the indicators: income, employment, health, education, and access to services. A rank of 1 is the most deprived and a rank of 6,505 is the least deprived. The exercise was last carried out in 2012. 

There are two ways of working with the SIMD data. First, where comparisons are being made across Scotland, that is, national comparisons, then ranking is done using all 6,505 datazones. In Tables 1 and 2, it is a national comparison that has been carried out.

 If, however, there is an interest in deprivation within any particular local authority, then the datazones in that local authority are extracted and they alone are ranked among themselves from most to least deprived. This is then a local measure of deprivation. 
Main Points

Ferguslie Park in Paisley is the most deprived area in Scotland.

Table 1 shows, for each of the four SIMD exercises that have been carried out, the percentage of the 5% most deprived data zones that fall within the six local authorities with the largest number of deprived zones. 

As can be seen from the table, in 2012 Glasgow had the largest share nationally (45.5%) of those deprived zones that were in the worst 5%. In total, Glasgow has 694 datazones out of the total 6,505 in Scotland: that is, it makes up 10.7% of all datazones, but has 45.5% of the worst 5% datazones 

Inverclyde was next with 7.1% of the 5% worst datazones in Scotland. Over time there has been a lessening of concentration of deprivation: in 2004, Glasgow had 69.5% of the 5% worst datazones.

Table 2 shows that of Glasgow’s datazones, 148 are in the 5% most deprived nationally. This means that 21.3% of the datazones in Glasgow are in the worst 5% nationally. Other local authorities where more than 10% of their datazones fall in the worst 5% nationally are Inverclyde (12.7%), Dundee (10.6%), and West Dunbartonshire (10.2%). Differences across local authorities are shown in Chart 1.
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Table 1
Local authorities with the largest National Shares of the 5% most deprived
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Glasgow 69.5%Glasgow  52.0%Glasgow 48.6%Glasgow 45.5%

Edinburgh 7.7%Edinburgh 8.3%Edinburgh 6.8%Inverclyde 7.1%

North Lanarkshire 2.8%North Lanarkshire 5.2%North Lanarkshire 6.5%Dundee 5.8%

Dundee City 2.8%Dundee City 4.0%Dundee City 5.5%West Dunbartonshire 5.8%

South Lanarkshire 2.5%South Lanarkshire 4.0%Inverclyde 5.2%North Ayrshire 4.3%

Renfrewshire 2.5%Inverclyde 4.0%Renfrewshire 3.7%North Lanarkshire 4.3%

Sum of largest 

national shares

87.8% 77.5% 76.3% 72.8%

SIMD 2004 SIMD 2006 SIMD 2009 SIMD 2012


Reproduced from Scottish Government, “Changes in Concentrations of Multiple Deprivation” ,Updated March 2012

Table 2
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Reproduced from Scottish Government, SIMD 2012.
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