Section 13: Disability Living Allowance
To return to database home page click here.
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Chart 1: Disability Living Allowance Claimants, aged 16 to 64 as % of population aged 16 to 64, 2004 to 2014.
Chart 2: DLA claimants, by local authority, 2014.

Table 1: data on DLA claimants aged 16 to 64 as % of population aged 16 to 64, by local authority, 2004 to 2014.
Background
Disability Living Allowance for those of working age is a tax free benefit for those with disabilities. DLA for those of working age is being replaced by Personal Independence Payment as from April 2013. 

Main Points

Throughout the period studied, the percentage of the working age population claiming disability living allowance in Scotland has been around 2 percentage points higher than in Britain as a whole. (Chart 1).
In February 2014, the local authority areas of Glasgow, Inverclyde, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, and West Dunbartonshire had DLA rates of over 12%, compared with a Scottish average of 10% and a GB average of 8.2%. (Chart 2 and Table 1).

The following local authorities have had DLA rates averaging over 11% for the eleven years studied: Dundee, East Ayrshire, Glasgow, Inverclyde, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, and West Dunbartonshire.
A number of local authorities have experienced a two percentage point or more increase in DLA rates over the eleven year period. These are: Argyll and Bute, Dumfries and Galloway, Inverclyde, North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, and West Dunbartonshire. (Table 1).
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Chart 2
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Table 1
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Area Feb-04Feb-05Feb-06Feb-07 Feb-08 Feb-09 Feb-10 Feb-11 Feb-12 Feb-13 Feb-14

Aberdeen City 6.1 6.2 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.2

Aberdeenshire 5.5 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.9 6.1 6.1 6.2 6.2 6.3 6.1

Angus 7.4 7.7 7.8 7.9 8.1 8.4 8.7 8.8 8.9 9.1 9.0

Argyll and Bute 6.9 7.2 7.3 7.6 8.0 8.3 8.6 8.7 9.2 9.1 8.9

Clackmannanshire 10.4 10.5 10.4 10.3 10.2 10.5 10.9 10.8 11.0 11.1 10.9

Dumfries and Galloway 9.1 9.3 9.5 9.8 10.0 10.5 10.9 11.0 11.3 11.4 11.2

Dundee City 10.4 10.7 10.8 11.0 11.0 11.4 11.7 11.7 11.8 11.9 11.7

East Ayrshire 10.3 10.5 10.7 10.9 11.0 11.4 11.6 11.6 11.9 12.1 11.6

East Dunbartonshire 6.3 6.6 6.8 7.1 7.4 7.7 7.8 7.8 7.9 8.0 7.9

East Lothian 7.7 8.0 8.1 8.0 8.0 8.2 8.4 8.5 8.6 8.6 8.5

East Renfrewshire 6.2 6.4 6.6 6.7 6.9 7.1 7.3 7.4 7.6 7.8 7.7

Edinburgh, City of 6.3 6.4 6.5 6.5 6.6 6.7 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.7

Eilean Siar 6.7 7.1 7.3 7.6 7.6 7.9 8.1 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.3

Falkirk 9.0 9.2 9.4 9.4 9.5 9.9 10.3 10.3 10.4 10.5 10.3

Fife 8.2 8.4 8.5 8.6 8.8 9.2 9.5 9.6 9.6 9.8 9.6

Glasgow City 13.1 13.4 13.6 13.7 13.9 13.9 14.0 13.7 13.8 13.9 13.6

Highland 7.0 7.3 7.4 7.5 7.6 7.9 8.2 8.3 8.6 8.8 8.7

Inverclyde 10.6 11.0 11.4 11.8 12.2 12.6 12.9 13.1 13.4 13.7 13.4

Midlothian 9.4 9.7 9.8 9.9 10.0 10.2 10.5 10.7 10.7 10.9 10.9

Moray 6.1 6.4 6.5 6.6 6.7 7.0 7.2 7.3 7.5 7.6 7.4

North Ayrshire 10.1 10.4 10.6 10.7 11.0 11.4 11.7 11.8 12.1 12.4 12.1

North Lanarkshire 11.2 11.4 11.6 11.8 12.0 12.2 12.4 12.4 12.7 12.9 12.6

Orkney Islands 6.1 6.3 6.5 6.5 6.6 6.7 6.8 6.9 7.1 7.2 7.1

Perth and Kinross 6.4 6.7 6.9 7.0 7.1 7.3 7.6 7.8 7.9 8.2 8.0

Renfrewshire 10.0 10.3 10.5 10.7 11.1 11.3 11.4 11.5 11.7 11.8 11.5

Scottish Borders 6.5 6.9 7.0 7.1 7.2 7.6 7.8 8.0 8.2 8.4 8.2

Shetland Islands 4.8 5.0 5.3 5.5 5.7 6.0 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.1

South Ayrshire 8.8 9.1 9.5 9.7 10.1 10.5 10.8 10.9 11.1 11.3 10.9

South Lanarkshire 9.8 10.1 10.4 10.6 10.8 11.1 11.3 11.3 11.5 11.7 11.5

Stirling 7.5 7.6 7.7 7.7 7.8 8.1 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.2 7.9

West Dunbartonshire 11.4 11.8 12.1 12.5 13.0 13.4 13.7 13.9 14.2 14.3 14.0

West Lothian 9.2 9.5 9.7 9.8 9.9 10.3 10.6 10.6 10.7 10.8 10.6

Scotland 8.8 9.0 9.2 9.3 9.5 9.7 9.9 9.9 10.1 10.2 10.0

Great Britain 7.0 7.2 7.3 7.4 7.6 7.8 8.0 8.1 8.2 8.4 8.2


Data Sources 

ONS / DWP Nomis database retrieved 30th August 2014.
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DLA

				Disability Living Allowance claimants  as % of those aged 16-64

		Area		Feb-04		Feb-05		Feb-06		Feb-07		Feb-08		Feb-09		Feb-10		Feb-11		Feb-12		Feb-13		Feb-14

		Aberdeen City		6.1		6.2		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.2

		Aberdeenshire		5.5		5.7		5.8		5.8		5.9		6.1		6.1		6.2		6.2		6.3		6.1

		Angus		7.4		7.7		7.8		7.9		8.1		8.4		8.7		8.8		8.9		9.1		9.0

		Argyll and Bute		6.9		7.2		7.3		7.6		8.0		8.3		8.6		8.7		9.2		9.1		8.9

		Clackmannanshire		10.4		10.5		10.4		10.3		10.2		10.5		10.9		10.8		11.0		11.1		10.9

		Dumfries and Galloway		9.1		9.3		9.5		9.8		10.0		10.5		10.9		11.0		11.3		11.4		11.2

		Dundee City		10.4		10.7		10.8		11.0		11.0		11.4		11.7		11.7		11.8		11.9		11.7

		East Ayrshire		10.3		10.5		10.7		10.9		11.0		11.4		11.6		11.6		11.9		12.1		11.6

		East Dunbartonshire		6.3		6.6		6.8		7.1		7.4		7.7		7.8		7.8		7.9		8.0		7.9

		East Lothian		7.7		8.0		8.1		8.0		8.0		8.2		8.4		8.5		8.6		8.6		8.5

		East Renfrewshire		6.2		6.4		6.6		6.7		6.9		7.1		7.3		7.4		7.6		7.8		7.7

		Edinburgh, City of		6.3		6.4		6.5		6.5		6.6		6.7		6.8		6.8		6.8		6.8		6.7

		Eilean Siar		6.7		7.1		7.3		7.6		7.6		7.9		8.1		8.2		8.3		8.4		8.3

		Falkirk		9.0		9.2		9.4		9.4		9.5		9.9		10.3		10.3		10.4		10.5		10.3

		Fife		8.2		8.4		8.5		8.6		8.8		9.2		9.5		9.6		9.6		9.8		9.6

		Glasgow City		13.1		13.4		13.6		13.7		13.9		13.9		14.0		13.7		13.8		13.9		13.6

		Highland		7.0		7.3		7.4		7.5		7.6		7.9		8.2		8.3		8.6		8.8		8.7

		Inverclyde		10.6		11.0		11.4		11.8		12.2		12.6		12.9		13.1		13.4		13.7		13.4

		Midlothian		9.4		9.7		9.8		9.9		10.0		10.2		10.5		10.7		10.7		10.9		10.9

		Moray		6.1		6.4		6.5		6.6		6.7		7.0		7.2		7.3		7.5		7.6		7.4

		North Ayrshire		10.1		10.4		10.6		10.7		11.0		11.4		11.7		11.8		12.1		12.4		12.1

		North Lanarkshire		11.2		11.4		11.6		11.8		12.0		12.2		12.4		12.4		12.7		12.9		12.6

		Orkney Islands		6.1		6.3		6.5		6.5		6.6		6.7		6.8		6.9		7.1		7.2		7.1

		Perth and Kinross		6.4		6.7		6.9		7.0		7.1		7.3		7.6		7.8		7.9		8.2		8.0

		Renfrewshire		10.0		10.3		10.5		10.7		11.1		11.3		11.4		11.5		11.7		11.8		11.5

		Scottish Borders		6.5		6.9		7.0		7.1		7.2		7.6		7.8		8.0		8.2		8.4		8.2

		Shetland Islands		4.8		5.0		5.3		5.5		5.7		6.0		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.1

		South Ayrshire		8.8		9.1		9.5		9.7		10.1		10.5		10.8		10.9		11.1		11.3		10.9

		South Lanarkshire		9.8		10.1		10.4		10.6		10.8		11.1		11.3		11.3		11.5		11.7		11.5

		Stirling		7.5		7.6		7.7		7.7		7.8		8.1		8.2		8.2		8.2		8.2		7.9

		West Dunbartonshire		11.4		11.8		12.1		12.5		13.0		13.4		13.7		13.9		14.2		14.3		14.0

		West Lothian		9.2		9.5		9.7		9.8		9.9		10.3		10.6		10.6		10.7		10.8		10.6

		Scotland		8.8		9.0		9.2		9.3		9.5		9.7		9.9		9.9		10.1		10.2		10.0

		Great Britain		7.0		7.2		7.3		7.4		7.6		7.8		8.0		8.1		8.2		8.4		8.2
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DLA

				Disability Living Allowance claimants  as % of those aged 16-64

		Area		Feb-04		Feb-05		Feb-06		Feb-07		Feb-08		Feb-09		Feb-10		Feb-11		Feb-12		Feb-13		Feb-14

		Aberdeen City		6.1		6.2		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.2

		Aberdeenshire		5.5		5.7		5.8		5.8		5.9		6.1		6.1		6.2		6.2		6.3		6.1

		Angus		7.4		7.7		7.8		7.9		8.1		8.4		8.7		8.8		8.9		9.1		9.0

		Argyll and Bute		6.9		7.2		7.3		7.6		8.0		8.3		8.6		8.7		9.2		9.1		8.9

		Clackmannanshire		10.4		10.5		10.4		10.3		10.2		10.5		10.9		10.8		11.0		11.1		10.9

		Dumfries and Galloway		9.1		9.3		9.5		9.8		10.0		10.5		10.9		11.0		11.3		11.4		11.2

		Dundee City		10.4		10.7		10.8		11.0		11.0		11.4		11.7		11.7		11.8		11.9		11.7

		East Ayrshire		10.3		10.5		10.7		10.9		11.0		11.4		11.6		11.6		11.9		12.1		11.6

		East Dunbartonshire		6.3		6.6		6.8		7.1		7.4		7.7		7.8		7.8		7.9		8.0		7.9

		East Lothian		7.7		8.0		8.1		8.0		8.0		8.2		8.4		8.5		8.6		8.6		8.5

		East Renfrewshire		6.2		6.4		6.6		6.7		6.9		7.1		7.3		7.4		7.6		7.8		7.7

		Edinburgh, City of		6.3		6.4		6.5		6.5		6.6		6.7		6.8		6.8		6.8		6.8		6.7

		Eilean Siar		6.7		7.1		7.3		7.6		7.6		7.9		8.1		8.2		8.3		8.4		8.3

		Falkirk		9.0		9.2		9.4		9.4		9.5		9.9		10.3		10.3		10.4		10.5		10.3

		Fife		8.2		8.4		8.5		8.6		8.8		9.2		9.5		9.6		9.6		9.8		9.6

		Glasgow City		13.1		13.4		13.6		13.7		13.9		13.9		14.0		13.7		13.8		13.9		13.6

		Highland		7.0		7.3		7.4		7.5		7.6		7.9		8.2		8.3		8.6		8.8		8.7

		Inverclyde		10.6		11.0		11.4		11.8		12.2		12.6		12.9		13.1		13.4		13.7		13.4

		Midlothian		9.4		9.7		9.8		9.9		10.0		10.2		10.5		10.7		10.7		10.9		10.9

		Moray		6.1		6.4		6.5		6.6		6.7		7.0		7.2		7.3		7.5		7.6		7.4

		North Ayrshire		10.1		10.4		10.6		10.7		11.0		11.4		11.7		11.8		12.1		12.4		12.1

		North Lanarkshire		11.2		11.4		11.6		11.8		12.0		12.2		12.4		12.4		12.7		12.9		12.6

		Orkney Islands		6.1		6.3		6.5		6.5		6.6		6.7		6.8		6.9		7.1		7.2		7.1

		Perth and Kinross		6.4		6.7		6.9		7.0		7.1		7.3		7.6		7.8		7.9		8.2		8.0

		Renfrewshire		10.0		10.3		10.5		10.7		11.1		11.3		11.4		11.5		11.7		11.8		11.5

		Scottish Borders		6.5		6.9		7.0		7.1		7.2		7.6		7.8		8.0		8.2		8.4		8.2

		Shetland Islands		4.8		5.0		5.3		5.5		5.7		6.0		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.1

		South Ayrshire		8.8		9.1		9.5		9.7		10.1		10.5		10.8		10.9		11.1		11.3		10.9

		South Lanarkshire		9.8		10.1		10.4		10.6		10.8		11.1		11.3		11.3		11.5		11.7		11.5

		Stirling		7.5		7.6		7.7		7.7		7.8		8.1		8.2		8.2		8.2		8.2		7.9

		West Dunbartonshire		11.4		11.8		12.1		12.5		13.0		13.4		13.7		13.9		14.2		14.3		14.0

		West Lothian		9.2		9.5		9.7		9.8		9.9		10.3		10.6		10.6		10.7		10.8		10.6

		Scotland		8.8		9.0		9.2		9.3		9.5		9.7		9.9		9.9		10.1		10.2		10.0

		Great Britain		7.0		7.2		7.3		7.4		7.6		7.8		8.0		8.1		8.2		8.4		8.2
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				Disability Living Allowance claimants  as % of those aged 16-64

		Area		Feb-04		Feb-05		Feb-06		Feb-07		Feb-08		Feb-09		Feb-10		Feb-11		Feb-12		Feb-13		Feb-14

		Aberdeen City		6.1		6.2		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.2

		Aberdeenshire		5.5		5.7		5.8		5.8		5.9		6.1		6.1		6.2		6.2		6.3		6.1

		Angus		7.4		7.7		7.8		7.9		8.1		8.4		8.7		8.8		8.9		9.1		9.0

		Argyll and Bute		6.9		7.2		7.3		7.6		8.0		8.3		8.6		8.7		9.2		9.1		8.9

		Clackmannanshire		10.4		10.5		10.4		10.3		10.2		10.5		10.9		10.8		11.0		11.1		10.9

		Dumfries and Galloway		9.1		9.3		9.5		9.8		10.0		10.5		10.9		11.0		11.3		11.4		11.2

		Dundee City		10.4		10.7		10.8		11.0		11.0		11.4		11.7		11.7		11.8		11.9		11.7

		East Ayrshire		10.3		10.5		10.7		10.9		11.0		11.4		11.6		11.6		11.9		12.1		11.6

		East Dunbartonshire		6.3		6.6		6.8		7.1		7.4		7.7		7.8		7.8		7.9		8.0		7.9

		East Lothian		7.7		8.0		8.1		8.0		8.0		8.2		8.4		8.5		8.6		8.6		8.5

		East Renfrewshire		6.2		6.4		6.6		6.7		6.9		7.1		7.3		7.4		7.6		7.8		7.7

		Edinburgh, City of		6.3		6.4		6.5		6.5		6.6		6.7		6.8		6.8		6.8		6.8		6.7

		Eilean Siar		6.7		7.1		7.3		7.6		7.6		7.9		8.1		8.2		8.3		8.4		8.3

		Falkirk		9.0		9.2		9.4		9.4		9.5		9.9		10.3		10.3		10.4		10.5		10.3

		Fife		8.2		8.4		8.5		8.6		8.8		9.2		9.5		9.6		9.6		9.8		9.6

		Glasgow City		13.1		13.4		13.6		13.7		13.9		13.9		14.0		13.7		13.8		13.9		13.6

		Highland		7.0		7.3		7.4		7.5		7.6		7.9		8.2		8.3		8.6		8.8		8.7

		Inverclyde		10.6		11.0		11.4		11.8		12.2		12.6		12.9		13.1		13.4		13.7		13.4

		Midlothian		9.4		9.7		9.8		9.9		10.0		10.2		10.5		10.7		10.7		10.9		10.9

		Moray		6.1		6.4		6.5		6.6		6.7		7.0		7.2		7.3		7.5		7.6		7.4

		North Ayrshire		10.1		10.4		10.6		10.7		11.0		11.4		11.7		11.8		12.1		12.4		12.1

		North Lanarkshire		11.2		11.4		11.6		11.8		12.0		12.2		12.4		12.4		12.7		12.9		12.6

		Orkney Islands		6.1		6.3		6.5		6.5		6.6		6.7		6.8		6.9		7.1		7.2		7.1

		Perth and Kinross		6.4		6.7		6.9		7.0		7.1		7.3		7.6		7.8		7.9		8.2		8.0

		Renfrewshire		10.0		10.3		10.5		10.7		11.1		11.3		11.4		11.5		11.7		11.8		11.5

		Scottish Borders		6.5		6.9		7.0		7.1		7.2		7.6		7.8		8.0		8.2		8.4		8.2

		Shetland Islands		4.8		5.0		5.3		5.5		5.7		6.0		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.3		6.1

		South Ayrshire		8.8		9.1		9.5		9.7		10.1		10.5		10.8		10.9		11.1		11.3		10.9

		South Lanarkshire		9.8		10.1		10.4		10.6		10.8		11.1		11.3		11.3		11.5		11.7		11.5

		Stirling		7.5		7.6		7.7		7.7		7.8		8.1		8.2		8.2		8.2		8.2		7.9

		West Dunbartonshire		11.4		11.8		12.1		12.5		13.0		13.4		13.7		13.9		14.2		14.3		14.0

		West Lothian		9.2		9.5		9.7		9.8		9.9		10.3		10.6		10.6		10.7		10.8		10.6

		Scotland		8.8		9.0		9.2		9.3		9.5		9.7		9.9		9.9		10.1		10.2		10.0

		Great Britain		7.0		7.2		7.3		7.4		7.6		7.8		8.0		8.1		8.2		8.4		8.2
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