Letter from, Colonel J. F. C. Carter, of Scotland Yard, to General Diarmuid O’Hegarty, Director of Intelligence in the Irish Free State.

Source: Mulcahy papers, UCD.

Scotland House, SW1

17th April, 1923

Dear General O’Hegarty,

This is really a private letter. You will be interested to know that I had a long time with the Advisory Committee on Thursday- in fact, they talked to me for five hours.

First of all, I had to explain to them all about the conspiracy and then I had to talk to them all about the cases of Garrety and the two women, Finan and Furlong, so I have been acting, in a sense, for you for the Advisory Committee. In fact, I told them so. They made various suggestions of bringing people from the Free State to tell them about the state of affairs and I was not very enthusiastic about it because if I was in your position I should be very busy getting on with the work instead of having to explain what the position is here and in your part which should be quite clear from a study of what has appeared in the newspapers.

I have not heard officially the results of the three cases but I understand that Garrety is to be returned to Ireland, they will not let him out and that they are very wobbly over the cases of the two women. Why in the case of Mary Finan I cannot make out because she is implicated up to the hilt. However this is all unofficial.

Now another point, and this I impart to you purely for what it is worth. I have recently heard from intelligent people criticism of Irish affairs in this country and it is to this effect. There is no proper body of reputable people or an organised proper Irish Free State association or something along the lines of the Caledonian Society for Scotland or the Welsh Society for Welshmen, societies which have annual dinners and meetings and which all classes of patriotic people belong to. People say that so much harm is done by these hole in the corner Irish Self-Determination Leagues and other things.

I am told that men like T.P.O’Connor are past their time, that nobody will listen to them and that there is nobody to direct the younger members of your State in proper patriotic lines towards your State. They drift aimlessly about and get under the control of place-hunters and money snatchers like Art O’Brien or men of extraordinarily low mental calibre like Sean McGrath, Purcell and others; that such a society should embrace all classes and particularly have amongst them men of general Empire repute of Irish birth.

I do not know if I have expressed myself very well and this is not meant for criticism in the slightest, but it is what I have heard and it is possible people have not taken the trouble to tell you or yours about it.

I attended as a guest the other night the Welsh gathering; there were 600 persons present, Welsh songs were sung and all that sort of thing. I was rather impressed by it, and then there are Canadian dinners in town, which are very good too.

I am sorry that we have not been able to pick up o/c Britain yet. I have been very close to him here on his tracks, missed him by a few hours once. I have a suspicion that he will be clearing out.

C.B.Dutton we must pick up too. There is no doubt he is back in London.

There is nothing particularly exciting going on at the present moment.

The raids on Saturday last were not strictly speaking raids at all. I just had the members of “B” Company I.R.A. visited for the purpose of getting good descriptions and finding out if they were taking any interest in it. I had them searched at the same time in case they had got any arms. McCarthy had a revolver and there through the obstinacy of the magistrates I was unable to get a remand to charge him with the graver section 7, so he got off with a fine which was absurd.

I am interrogating a certain number of people whose names and addressed [sic] I have found amongst documents captured. It is just as well for us to get to know them and it makes them less enthusiastic if they pay a visit to this office, they are then less eager to play with rebellion.






Yours sincerely,







J. F. C. Carter

Note

The home of this document is the Cuthbert website www.jamcuthbert.co.uk  
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